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LUCAS CRANACH THE ELDER

By W. L. M. BURKE*

UR knowledge of the life and activity of Lucas Cranach the Elder is

unfortunately not of a complete nature. Although from 1505 until his

death in 1553 the records are sufficiently complete to give a relatively

clear picture of his activities, even during this time there are uncertainties
which cause considerable difficulty in estimating the probable source of influences
which affect his style at different stages of his career, Nevertheless, in camparison
with his first thirty-three years of life, the records of his manifold activities at the
Electoral Saxon court are very satisfying.

Until the time of Schuchardt' the story of Cranach’s early life was quite uncertain;
this author dispelled the current opinion that Cranach already in 1493 was in
the service of Frederick the Wise, for in that year the latter made a pilgrimage
to the Holy Land, and that the artist was in his entourage, had been assumed,
without any factual basis. Schuchardt, however, had very little of a positive nature
to offer regarding this period of darkness; indeed, until about forty years ago
little of value had emerged from the search for and the study of his works dating
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