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(b Nagyszentmiklos, Hungary [now Sinnicolau Mare, Romania], March 25, 1881; d New
York, Sept 26,1945). Hungarian composer, ethnomusicologist and pianist. Although he
earned his living mainly from teaching and plaving the piano and was a relentless
collector and analyst of folk music, Bartck is recognized today principally as a
composer. His mature works were, however, highly influenced by his
ethnomusicological studies, particularly those of Hungarian, Remanian and Slovak
peasant musics. Throughout his life he was also receptive to a wide variety of Westem
musical influences, both contemporary (notably Debussy, Stravinsky, Schoenberg) and
historic; he acknowledged a change from a more Beethovenian to a more Bachian
aesthetic stance in his works from 1926 onwards. He is now considered, along with
Liszt, to be his country's greatest composer, and, with Kodaly and Dohnanyi, a
founding figure of 20th-century Hungarian musical culture,
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